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During the Japanese occupation of Indochina, Viet Liuh propazanda was extraordinerily
skillful and convineing. During the period of the Provisional Government {bepteme
ber 1945-i.arch 1946) the Uinister of Propaganda was Tran Hluy Lieu. «hile the
Viet inh propaganda at this time was not as skillful as it had been during the
Japanese occupation, it was still excel.ent. After March 19,6 the Binistry of
Propaganda was abolished and its functions divided., Luu Van Loi was Idirector of
Censorship and Press Relations (under tie linistry of tiie Interior) and behind
the scenes he was influential in matters of propaganda for foreign consumption,
which were nominaliy under the direction of Ta {uang Buu, an Oxford graduate.
ComignfyBuu was at that tise Under-.ecretary of usiate for hational
Defense./ Tran Huy Lieu was chief of the section for politieal indoerination
of the armed forces, eported tuat Lieu wac at toat
time "Political Commissar of tihe Armies"./ The joint efrorts of these persons and
otiners helping them resulted in a type of propaganca which appeared reasonaole,
moderate and interesting, and contained humor and light touc..es,

After the outbreak of hostilities (November-Uecember 1946), most of tie propaganda
personnel remained the same. Nguyen Tan Gi Trong became chisf of the ssction
which dealt with foreign journslists. «hile the director of propaganda still
continued to display sikill and resourcefulness, the problems faciftg hiw became
more acute. During 1947, Viet linh propaganda was dedicated prinerpally to (a)
proving to foreign nations tiat the Viet ham Republic is democratic; (b) proving
to the Vietnamese people that it is necessary to consolidate and struggle together
under Viet Minh auspices against the French and against traitors;(c) at the saae
time, avoiding the alienation of revolutionaries and Conwunists. Compromnise

was neces.arily used increasingly as the hardships of the people increased, as

the capitalists in the Viet ifinh became more intrenched, as the danger of embarras siay
the French Communist Party z:ws more imnediate, and as the ultizate necessity of
negotiating with the French (posoibly through Beo,Dai) grew more pressing.
Yeunwhile, by terror, imprisonment, execution or assassination the Viet inh
suppressed all enemies of the Viet Linh regime Who . could be reacked. Those wio
showed too much inderendence of spirit were treated in the ssme way. It was
possible /sic; ?impossible/ for propaganda to reconcile &ll the inescapable contra-
dictions involved in Viet [inh political and social policy. FPropaganda itself
lost its light touch and became .iore authoritarian, but, at the sare tiws, more
vague and contradictory.

There have been many weaknesses and contradictions in Viet Xinh propsganda re-
garding Bao Dai, both in propaganda from the Viet Nam Covernment amd in that of
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the Viet Nam News Service in Bangkok. The current contradiction in the Viet dioh
propaganda attitude toward Bao Dai becomes increasingly svident; pronouncemnents

by Ho Chi Minh himself are moderate, respectful or even flondly toward Bao Dai,

while pronouncements made by Ho's subordinates vary greatly. On the one haad, their
pronouncements show submission and abject humility toward Bao Dai, and are moderate

or neutral. Other pronouncements are violent denunciations of Bao Daile.g. an

article titled "Baoc Dai, the Unfilial Son® in Tien len, published the Viet Nam
National Welfare Association of Youth in Udon, Siem, in april 191.8b_, 25X1A
{ The recent letter from Bui Bang Doan and Pham khac Hoe to Bao Dai was written by

Ho Chi Minh himself.) 25X1A -

In early 1948, the Viet Minh issued instructions to its Can Bos to be very discreet

on the subject of Bzo Dai. It is significant taat this has now becoms

a dead letter, It is an ovidence of at least one crack in the discipline within the

The following trends are to be noted in the English-language propaganda issued by
the Viet Nam News in Bangkok:

a. Propaganda to give an apnearance of recommencement of normality aad ycoon-
struction in Viet Minh-controlled ereas, Exemples are mesbings of scientists,
inventions of new industrial processes, English courses being given, books of \
poetry being published, currency reforms, Congress of administrators, Legal
Adwinistration and Press Service Congress in Jas Jo (Tonkin), meetings of
Judiciary Commission, Agricultural Commission, Economic Directorates, Infor-
mation and Press Service, vague claims of "reconstruction”, anti-illiteracy
campaign, tour of inspection ty Viet Nam Minister of Justice in 2nd Milibary
Zone, and meeting of Directorste of Social ‘ervices iureau to make plans for
1948, This propaganda undoubtedly exaggerates the importance of such meciings,
in order Lo give an appearance of establishea and smoothly-functioning
government, The “Comnissions” mentioned are in fact simply Can Bo who are seny
by the various ministries to amske enquiries in different regions; af presunt,
the name "Can Bo" is less often heard, and the Can Bo cloak themselves with
the less revolutionary appearance of governmental commissions-

b. Frequent mention of the name of Gensral Nguyen inh. Next to Ho Chi Minh,
Binh's name aprears more frequently than tnat of any other Viet Nam leaders,
including tiat of Vo Nguyen Giap, who was formerly much publicized. 1% is
possible that this has a political significance; usinh bas succeeddd in gelbting
the partial loyalty of many non=Viet Minh elements, and is a militery rather
than a politisal figure, and in this sense is less controversial ti..an “he
Communist Giap. On the other hand, it may be merely bwzcause Lhe Vizt Nam iews
in Bangkok finds that reception from the "Voix du oud de Viet Nam® is cleareyr
+han than from the™Voix du Yiet Nam" in Tonkin, 1% is natural that the scuthera
radio should mention Binh more often.

Viet Minh propagands in Siam, in addition to the foreign-language service of the Viel .
Nam News, consists of the following: ’

a. Annamese-language version of the Viet Naa News. This is approximately the
equivalent of the krglish-languagé Wersion, but is more detailed, No impos-
tant difiere.ce betueen the political tendsncy of the two versions is tu be
noted. )

b. Annamese-language bi-monthly magazine, published by the Viet Nan News. 25X1A

¢, Iien Len , organ o’ the Youth issociation, published at Udon. _f'

d. Doc Lap (igdependence), organ of the Executive (ommittee of the Yiet Kam
MACUAT Kssistance. association at Udon. mpelilve the
paper (Cuu Jucs in Ipdochina than like tue organ of the Demccratic Party in
Indoching, also called Doc Lap -

e. Various wall newspapers (Bich Bao),written by hand in large lstbers and
posted ou walls in public meeting places. This includes Doi Soug !
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organ of the Bangkok Viet Nam National ielfare Association of Youth.

The Annamese-language bi-monthly magazine of the Viet Nam News aud the Jot Lap show 0o
important differencesin political tendency from the English-language Viet Nam

News, The two Youth organs, Tien Len and Doi Song Moi naturally treat with partie-
ular detail the questions of immediate concern to members of the Youth assoclation.

These Annamese-language organs of propaganda display little skill or imagination,
and their political tendencies are not usually very clear, There is little mention
of world affairs, and denigration of the United States is only occasional. The
reason for the lack of imagination and of serious political discussion is probably
to be found in {a) the limited capabilities and static educational condition of

the editors; (b) the gemerally vepressive atmosphere, with its discouragement of
free tlinking, in which the Viet Minh mabers. 3n Siam live. .
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